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Dear boxingfriends

After a very busy 2025 we had a slow Start into the year 2026. But don't worry, we will soon take up

with the vacant Superfeatherweight-EBU-title to be fought between Jaouad Belmedhi (F) and Josh

Padley (UK) in Newcastle (UK) on 31/01/2026. Then on 14/02/2026 follows in Lahr (Germany) the

EBU-Heavyweight-clash between the defending champion Labinot Xhoxhaj (KOS) and his official

challenger Pezhman Seifkhani (S). Xhoxhaj started his career äs Cruiserweight and unexpectedly

won the EBU-Heavyweight-title, defeating the then champion Zakhozhyi (UKR), who was 23 cm taller

and 8 kg heavier. Then Xhoxhaj (KOS) defended his newly won title against Mourad Aliev (F), again

much taller and heavier. The coming fight in Lahr (Germany) is now the third title-defence of

Xhoxhaj, and he looks again like the underdog.

Please allow me now to present my ideas about the European way of authorizing Professional

contests and how it should be done in a ideal way.

Almost all the Professional boxers in Europe are licensed by EBU-affiliated Federations, which have

signed and respect the safety agreement among EBU-Federations. This means that all our boxers

have at least one extensive medical check-up once a year, including MRI- amd MRA-scans ofthe

head, physical examinations, blood-tests, vaccinations, eye-examinations etc.

When a boxer wants to fight he needs to be licensed and medically checked by his EBU-Federation.

His manager/promoter will propose the fight to the boxer's licensing Federation in order to be

authorized to fight. The person/s representing the boxer's national Federation, who are competent

to decide about this authorization, need to be knowledgeable about Professional boxing and its

ratings, because unbalanced and dangerous fights should never be authorized. The decision ofthis

person may influence the health or even the life of the boxers. It is absolutely necessary to consult

the records of both boxers and to understand them (has the unbeaten boxer faced weak or valid

opponents etc.) The suspensions have to be checked, the age and activity, and may be even the high-

risk profile, put at disposal by boxrec. Most Federations work with special Commissions, deciding on

authorizations, and l repeat: These persons/Commissions need to know Professional boxing and its

risks.

We need to protect boxing and our boxers, and we can take care only when we are careful and

attentive. It is not just a matter of business, of money or of Sensation. It is a matter of care,

responsibility and human respect. l may be naive or blue-eyed, but in spite of my age and

experience l still believe we can run boxing in a decent way.

Let us continue to collaborate with friendship and correctness, always maintaining high Standards

when health and safety of our boxers are concerned.

Please show responsibility and care for all boxers, not only for those that are licensed with you!

With my wärmest personal regards

/
/

Peter (StucKi, EBU-President
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