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Dear boxingfriends

During the month of September, 2025, no EBU-championship-contests took place, quite probably still

due to the holiday season.

Please allow me to show you a bit how difficult it can sometimes be to promote title-contests.

When the EBU-Cruiserweight-champion Leonardo Mosquea (F) had to relinquish his title due to

medical problems, a new challenger had to be found in order to fight for the now vacant title against

the official challenger Mateusz Masternak (PL). The Promoter (Knockout Promotions, Jacek

Szelagowski/Andrew Wasilewski) had already the date, the venue and the TV, and urgently needed

a new challenger. Gaetan N'Tambwe (F) would have been ready to face Mateusz Masternak (PL),

but was at that time rated äs Lightheavyweight, and his record seemed not good enough to challenge

his experienced co-challenger, so the EBU-Council had to disagree. The Promoter was now in

difficulties äs he had promised to his boxer Mateusz Masternak (PL), 38 years of age, after a period

of inactivity to offer him the contest for the EBU-title. It proved however rather difficult äs only very

few of the Cruiserweight-rated contenders were ready to go to the Lion's Den in Zakopane PL in

order to fight the highly rated and strong Masternak (PL). l tried myself to convince the rated

contenders Seydi Coupe (F) and Armend Xhoxhaj (KOS). Unfortunately Coupe (F) was injured and

couldn't accept while the Promoter didn't like Armend Xhoxhaj (KOS) because he had already been

stopped by Masternak (PL) in the same arena in Zakopane (PL). The Promoter himselffound then the

rated contender Artur Mann (GER), who was ready to accept and started to prepare his challenge,

but broke his hand while training. Now the Promoter was desperate äs he didn't want to disappont

his boxer nor the fans. He found then Joel Tambwe Djeko (BEL), who had not been rated by the EBU

for inactivity, but who had a comeback-win in April, 2025. The EBU-Council, whose agreement was

necessary, had differing opinions but finally agreed with a dose majority decision. As l am well

aware that we, the EBU, are nothing without boxers and Promoters, l can understand the

Promoter's relief, who had everything ready to promote the contest and desperately needed a

second challenger. Joel Tambwe Djeko (BEL) may not have looked äs the best ever choice, but he

was ready to accept the challenge and his record was with 19/3/1 not so inferior. As the contest

made the impression to be unbalanced, l was ready to take the responsibility to supervise it,and

travelled to Zakopane (PL), a well known and beautiful ski-resort.

The contest took place äs Dinner-Event in the Ball-Room of a big five Stars Spa- and Resort-hotel and

had been excellently prepared, everything was ready on time and went ahead like clockwork. The

Promoter äs weil äs the local Commission (Polish Boxing Union) did a great Job. This was quite

probably one of the best organised EBU-contests ever.

The fight itselfwas a dose one with Masternak (PL) however winning almost all the rounds by a

small margin until he succeeded to knock out his opponent in round 7.

Fact is thatlhave witnessed a very weil organised, dose, competitive and good contest whose

acceptance was difficult.

Although our goal has to be to always offer the best possible contests between the highest rated

contenders, we need to offer a helping hand to a correct working Promoter who is in difficulties.

Let us continue to collaborate with friendship and correctness, always maintaining high Standards

when health and safety of our boxers are concerned.

Pleaseshowresponsibilityandcareforall boxer^ipt^onlyforthosethatare licensed withyou!

With my wärmest personal regards

Peter Stucki, EBU-President
c^^-


